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 $Lokps 26d COMMONS 
Aſſembled in 


PARLIAMENT,- 


For 


The Repairing of Cuurcas s,ands 
paying of all | 
CHURCH-DUTIES 


Whatſoever; within the Kingdome of 
England,and Dominion of Wales. 


24 


\/ 


HQ 


| 


EI ISLEISSISSL4s 


Die Mercurii, 9 Februarii. 1 6 47. 


Rdered bythe Lords Aſſembled in Parliament, That =» 
[O> Ordinance for repairing of Churches,and pa ing oh 
of Church-Duties, be forthwith printed and publi ed,and *30 
ent to all. Churches and Chappels within the Kingdom of 


England ard Dominion of Wales. 
Joh: Brown Cler. Parliamentorum. 2s 


T7 = 


| os Imprinted at London for Toba W, right at the 
Kings Head in the Old Bayley. 1647. 
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.Die Mercurii, 9. Februarii. :1647. 


An Ordinance for repairing Chutches, 


and for payment of Church-Duties. 


<p$2-Or the upholding and keeping all Pariſh 
is © #2 Churches and Chappels within this King- 
et dom of England and Dominion of Wales, 
$$$ from utter ruine and decay, and for pay- 
© © 9 ® meant of Church-duties 3 It is Ordered 
and Ordained by the Lords and Commons Aflem- 
bled in Parliament, that four, three,two,or one ſub- 
—_— —_ Farmer w every Pariſh or 
C elry aforeſaid (having reſpect to the proporti- 
Ons 4 ———_ of eve fach Pariſh or Chappelry) 
{ball be nominated and choſen yeerly on the Mun- . 
day or Tueſday in Eafter-week, by the Pariſhioners 
of every Pariſh or Chappelry, (which are or ſhall 
be rateable to the repair of any ſuch Church or 
Chappel )) or the greateſt part of ſuch of them as 
ſhall. be then aſſembled for the choice of Officers 
within the Pariſh or Chappelry, to be Church-war- 
den , or Churchwardens, or ColleCtors of moneys 
for Church-Duties, within every ſuch Pariſh or 
Chappelry reſpectively, where any ſuch Church- 
warden or Churchwardens have or hath been for- 
merly uſed to be nominated or choſen, or in default 
hereof, every ———— + ot 
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the ſumme of forty RAE tothe uſe of the poore . 
of the ſaid Parillifto be fecovered;as is hereafter exe 
prefied, which Churchwardens or ColleQors ſo to be 
choſen, are within one moneth-after their choice-to 
beallowed and approvedof. under the hands and . 
— ſeals of ewoof the next uſtices' adjoytiing to the 
Pariſh or Chappelry-aforeſaids,  _ - A 
And it is further- Ordained, That the Church» 
wardens or Colle&ors aforeſaid, together with the 
Overſeers of the poore of the ſame Pariſh or Chap- ' 
pelry,or the m—_ part of 'them, upon 'publike no- 
tice thereof firſt to begiven by the Church-wardens 
in. the ſaid Church or Chappel, ſhall from time to ' 
time -make rate oraſleſlementby taxation of —_ | 
Inhabitant dwelliagor reciding within ſuch Pari 
_ or Chappelry, and of every Occupier of Lands, Hou+ 
ſes, Tythes impropriate,or Impropriation of Tythes, - 
Colempnes,or Saleable underwoods,or other Heredi- 
taments, within the ſaid Pariſh orChappelry,in ſuch 
competent ſumme and ſummes of money as they 
ſhall think fit, for and towards the reparation and - 
maintenance of every ſuch Pariſb-church or Chap- 
pel reſpeCtively,.and providing of Books for the ſaid 
Church or Chappel:, and of Bread'and Wine to be 
uſed at the-adminiſtration of the Sacrament there, - 
and for repairing. the Walls and Incloſures of the 
Church-yards,or burying places therunto reſpeGtive. 
ty belonging, and for doing and performing every 
ſuch thing & things as by this Ordinddce iS appoin- 
t&d to be done, at thechargeof ſuch Parifh: or Chap. - 
pelryzAs alfo for the doing and executing of all and - 
every matter, which to the office, place, or duty of 
the Church-wardens of any fuch place — ey 
all: :. 
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be reſpeQively cholas , {hall appertain to be. 
nezwhich faid church-warden or church-wardens 
ſhall within foure daies after theend of their yeere, 
and after other church-warden or church- wardens 
nominated-,:: make and yield to the ſucceeding 
church-wardens,and to ſuch Juſtices of the Peace as 
aforeſaid; a true and-perfe& account of all ſumms of 
money by them received, or rated and aſleſled, and 
not received; and of all other things concerning 
their ſaid Office, and ſuch ſym or fums'of money as 
ſhall bein their hands, ſhall pay and deliver over to 
the ſaid church-warden or church-wardens newly 
nominated & appointed as aforeſaid, upon pain that 
every one of them being negligent or faulty therein, 
or in the execution of the ſaid Office, ſhall forfeit for 
every fuch default or negligence, the'ſum of twenty 
ſhillings to the uſe of the poore of ſuch pariſh ox 
chappelry, as aforeſaid, whereof he ſhall be church- 
warden. Andit is Ordained by the Authority afore- 
ſajd, That all Rates, Tarxations; and Aſlelſments, 
heretofore made by the Church-warden or Church- 
wardens of any Pariſh or Chappelry aforeſaid , by 
themſelves or with others, according to the caſtome 
of ſuch Pariſh or Chappelry , ſince the firſt day of - 
March, in the yeere of our Lord God 1641. for or 
towards the repaireof any church or cha ppel reſpe- 
Ctively,or doing of any thing appointed by thiz Or- 
dinance to be dune, if they ſhall now be confirmed 
by the two next' Juſtices of the Peace , they ſhall. 
ſtand and beas good and-eftetuall in the Law.,to all 
intents and purpoſes, as if the ſame were to be made 
or done by & according to this Ordinance: And that 
it ſhall and may be lawfull , as well for the preſent 
as” 
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+3 ſubſequent Church-wardens or Cullaſhos;caidep 
of them , their Rates being firſt confirmed byth 
two next Juſtices of the Peace, by Warrant under 
the hands and ſeals of two ſuch Juſtices of the Peace 
within ſuch County or Towns corporate , to leavy 
as well all and every the ſaid ſummes of money, am 
all Arrearages of every one which ſhal refuſe or neg- 
lect to pay or contriburte-their rateable parts of fuch 
Aſeſiments as aforeſaid , ant the forfeitures before 
mentioned by diſtreſle , and ſale of the Offenders 
poods, as alſo all and every the ſfumme and ſummes 
of Money which ſhall be behinde upon any Church- 


"Wardens Account, for, or concerning the repaire of 


any ſuch Church or Chappel, or-other the things 
aforeſaid «and likewiſe the ſumme of two ſhillings 
for and towards the charge and expence in leavyying 
of the ſame, rendring to the party or parties the 0+ 
verplus'; and in default of ſuch Diſtreſle,it ſhall be 
lawfull for any two ſuch Juſtices of the Peace, 
to commit him or her, or them ſo refuſing, or negle- 
ting as aforeſaid, to the common Goale of the 
County,City,or Town corporate reſpectively, where 
ſuch Juſtices of the Peace are, and ſuca offences 


ſhall be committed, there to remain without Bayle 


or Mainprize, untill payment of the ſaid ſeverall 
ſummes and Arrearages; andtocommit-to the ſaid 


Priſon every one of the ſaid Church-wardens which 


all refuſe to account, there to remain without 
Bayle or Mainprize, untill he hath made a true Ac+ 
count, and fatisfied and payd ſo much as upon the 
ſ:id Account ſhall be remaining in his hands. Pro- 
vided alwaies, that if any perſon or perſons ſhall 
finde him, or her, or themſelves agrieved — 


$ 


uſtices of the __ » Ooranyof them, thatthen it 
thall and may be lawfull for the party grieved to 


complain thereof at the next generall Quarter Sefli-_ 


ons of the Peace, where the Juſtices of the Peace, or 
the greater number of them ſhall make ſuch order 
therein, as to them ſhall be thought convenient, and 
the ſame to conclude and binde all the faid parties. 

And be it further Ordained , That the May ors, 


Bayliffs,or other head Officers of every City, Town, - 


or Place corporate within this Realme , or the Do= 


niinion of Wales, being Juſtice, or Juſtices of the 
Peace, ſhall have the ſame Authority by vertue of 


this Ordinance within the ſeverall limits and pre- 
cin&s of their juriſditions, as well out of Seſſttons 


as at their Seſſions, if they thall hold 17% as is be=. 


uſtices of ' 


fore limiced,; preſcribed,and appointed t 
the Peace of the Country., or any two or more of 
them, or to the Juſtices of the Peace in their Quar- 


ter Seſſions , to doe and 'exccure for all the uſes and - 


purpoſes in this preſent Ordinance preſcribed, and 
no other Juſtice, or Juſtices of the Peace to inter- 


meddle there arid that every Alderman of the City ' 
of London within his Ward; ſhall and may doe and - 
execute in every: reſpedt fo much as is: appointed 


and allowed tn this Ordinance to be done. and exe- 


cated by one or two Juſtices of the Peace of any 
County within this Realm, And be it alſoordained, 


Thar it it ſhall happen that any Pariſh doe extend it 


ſelfe into more -Countries then one, or part'thereof 
doe lye within the Liberties of any City, Town ,' or 
Phace corporate , and part without, that then the 
bn Juſtices * 


| | ga) | 
Aſﬀeſiment ,. or Tax , or other at done by the ſaid 
Church-warden or Church-wardens, or by the ſaid 
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Juſtices of the peace of every County ,. as alſv th& 
head Officer, or Officers; or Juſticesof-thePeace:of 
fuch City, Tawn, or Place corporate;ſhall deale and. 
intermeddle: onely in ſo much of the ſaid Pariſh as 
lieth within rheir Liberties , and not-any further 3 
and every of them -reſpeQively within their ſeverall 
Eimits, Wards, and Juriſdiftions,to execute theOr- 
dinance afore-mentioned concerning the confirming 

- of Rates, the giving of Warrant for the leavying of 

EI Taxes unpayd, the committing to priſon. ſuch as re- 
fuſe or negle& to pay their rateable part of the ſaid 
Afleſfiments having no ſufficient Diſtreſſe,the taking j 

Accounts of Church-wardens, and the committing , 
to priſon ſuch as refuſe to. account, or deny to pay 
' Arrearages due upon their Accounts; and yet never- 
theleſfſe Church-wardens, or the greateſt number of 
them of the ſaid Pariſhes extending into fuch ſeve- 
rall Limitgand Juriſdictions, ſhall without dividing 
themſelves duly execute their Office in all places 
within their ſaid Pariſh in all things tothem belong- 
ing ; and ſhall duely exhibit and make one account 
before the head Officer, or Officers,or Juſtices of the 
peace,of ſuch Town , or place corporate , and one 
.other before the Juſtices of the ſaid-County, or any 
- ſyuchtwoofthem as is aforeſaid. | 
And be it further -Ordained, that if any action of 
treſpaſſe,or other ſuit ſhal happen to be attempted, 
or brought againſt any perſon, or perſons, for taking 
any diſtreſſe, or making any fale, or any other thing 
doing by the authority of this preſent Ordinance, 
the defendant or :defendants in any ſuch ation or 
ſuit,andallothers whichin theirayd and aſliſtance, 
or by their commands fhall doe any act or thing 
; | touching 
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touching; or, concerning the -premiles ,-or any of 
them. orh or SdQGaceos Otticers,: Nor hr lr 
may.belawfull for rbem.and every of them to. plead 
Ne: gENCr:  illue, that.heor they are nor-ghtleyand 
rtogiveh ch {peciall matter in evidence. to the Jury 
-which ſhall try the ſame; which ſpeciall marter.be- 


ing pleaded, had beenja ore ſufficient. matteria 
Lay to haye diſcharged the fiid-Defendant or D&- - 
fendants of-the Txeſpaſle or other matter laid to'his 
chargezand that if upon the triall of any ach Action 
or Suit,the plantiff or plantiffs ſhall not prove to the 
Juowhich ſhall try the ſame , that the fadt:or:caufe 
of his ortheir Attion or Suit, was,or were:had,made 


i3$4n ts Saw +> - 


committed, or done, . within the:County wherein 
ſuch Afton or Suit ſhall be laid, That then in every 
ſuch caſe the Jury which ſhall-try ghe. fame ſhatl 
finde the- Defendant or.Defendants$n-eyery! ſuch 
Aion or Suit not guilty, without having any reſped 
. or regard to any evidence given bythe Plantiffe or 
Plantiftes therein, touching the-Treſpaſle, 'Fa&. or 
cauſe,for which the ſame AQion'or Suit is\or ſhall'be 
brought; and that if the.VerdiCt-ſhall paſſe with the 
iaid Defendant or Defendants in ſuch Action, or the 
Plantiffe or Plantiffes' therein become non-ſuit, or 
ſuffer any difcontinuance thereof, that in every ſuch 
caſe the Juſticeor Juſtices; or ſuch other Judge ;ior 
Court before whom the ſaid matter ſhall be tried or 
depending,thall by force and vertue of this Ordi- 
nance allow unto the Defendant or Defendants his 
or their double coſts which. beor they ſhall have: fu- 
ſtained by reaſon of his or their wrongfull-vexation 
in defence of the ſaid Suit or Action; for which the 
ſaid defcridant or. CARER (ea have like remedy; 
| | | as 
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as inother_ caſes where coſts by Law of this Realm 
are-givento the Defendants : and for as muchas the 


Church- wardens or-Colletorsaforef3id may perad- 
venture :be careleſs'or on. =. arp? in performing their 
duty; it is further Ordered'and @rdained,'thatupon 


complaint made to the twonext Juſtices, or one of 


them,or other information had:thereof, theaforeſaid 
Juſtices, or one of them,ſhall-or' may in their own 
perſons view 'the ſaid Churches or Chappels, or ap- 
point the Miniſter, and ſome otherof the Pariſhio- 
ners to certifie untothem.,or one of them, what repa- 
Tations-are or ſhall be needfull, and thereupon they 
or oneof them ſhall by a Warrant under their hand 
and ſeals'to the Church-wardens 'order and dirett 
what reparations ſhal be done within the ſaid Chur- 
ches or Chapgcls,and limit and appoint the time for 
the doing of tie fame: and if the orderaforecſaid be 
not performed;they ſhall bind oyer the ſaid Church- 
wardens or ColleCtors;or any of them, fortheir neg- 
ligence therein , to- the next Sefſſtons of the Peace 


where,ifthe courtſhal allow of the order.the Offen- 


der or Offenders upon due proof of his ar their neg- 
ligence or offence herein ſhallbe ſeverely fined, fo as 
the fine exceed not forty ſhillings upon any one of 


tbem,and theoffender is to becommitrted untill the 


fine be paid, which is tobe iy nk the uſe of 
the pooreof the ſaid Pariſh 6r-Chappelry. Provided 


alwaics.and it is the intent and meaning of the faid 
Ordinance, that the Pariſhioners, and the Church- 
wardens or any Pariſh or Chappetry ſhall not be 
cbargedwith,or lyable unto the repaiting any Chani- 
cdl,or Chancels,or of atty particular Tfle in Churches 
or Chappels, which have formerly by 5 yk 
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ut that the ſaid 


Vicars ho Dork of TY 
Partons and aff other perfotis 
/hactoey Ph. Sinus ike orate, heir heirs 
br rodb-Song ord lyablero 
the Reparations of all or any-part of” any Church, 
hap; pel;Chancel, He, ' -orvther place belon aging to 


t : hin uftome whatſoever, (ſhall {till be 
TY to, theTafh oat iliteatsand | putpolſes ; and 
fi th <p ſhal and may Ordered 


JH 


ice i5to be. phat porter 
ance. Provided'alſo;,where: 


: or Annuinies; fra a to therepairing 
rs their Churches or pos 0 gen Church-duries, 
the Churchwardens, or C Elietors aforeſaid ſhall be 


| from henceforth! = of the faid Rents and 


ultices, .to aſs the par ns who oughrro pay the 
ſaine to be bound: br wh to the next Seffions, where 
they ſhall be, uiperdueproofe and hearn the did 
Parties,ordered to pay the fid'RNents ind torfeirs to 


the *EPtrchowirdetis and Cotle&ors aforeſaid , who _ 
ſhall diſpoſe of the ſameaccording as-it ought to be 


ag fed of , and-therebyeaſe the Pariſh-of -fo-much 


ie charge;and, fall yeerely: account forthe faine | 


tt enrich © roh«wardens: ovided that. * 


this Ordinance, asto the repairing of Charches fhalt 


nor © 
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.not. extend. to. Piviſhes fr Chappelries where the 


be -regrds # Chappels are totally 2p Or IU 
ned by theſe un , Wars, C res of age, or 0- 
a 2 EG A Nag . ras Onllegies 
Churches, whach Ks ade formerly 
they have bugs u edapd ac, al And laſtly,it 
1s Ordained, That all oft __ againſt th this Ordinance 
ſhall and may be.enquu gf-hea and es Grrgrovined 
les ZE , of Oyer and 
iTerminer,or Gaol delivery,9 GG the Jultices of 
the Peace of a any, County, Os on'T or Town xFH oNe 
where an any ſhch offences res -be.committed b proof 
"of witneſles YPon Oath, which he Julles ESA forefaid 
ſhall al Snot pork road er, a at. phaly 


-f 


generall Sethons o 1d ig Infor- 
-mation,or {herwile,ast Eo ſhall. require, w cre- 


inno wage FLaw,Ef eQion,or InjunRion 
ſhal PRs Xn pea hs w It is RrKes Or- 
dered by the Lords _ Sane gns, \Horefalg That 
all and every Sextin,or Pariſh-clerk within the Pari- 
ſhes aforeſaid, ſhall have their due Fees from the ſe- 
veral] Parithes, to. be ordered, -AN« Tecqyered b 

Warrant from the Tuſtices 3 inſuch manner as. the 
Rates made for Church-war ens are ordered to be 


25 


 leavied by this Ordinances and that they be eleted 


and choſen in ſuch manner as foxmen)y 1 in every Pa- 
riſh hath been accuſtomed, = 
Job. Brown Cler, Parliamentorun. 


29 April, 1652; nf wpon the Queſtion by the Parliament, 
That it be referred to the Committee appointed ro; receive F hen 
ws the berter propagation of the-Goſpel,to take into ſpeedy cop 


how a competent and convenient maintenance for a godly and able 'Mi- 
niſtery may be ſerled in lieu of Tythes,, and preſent their opinion therein 
ro the Houſe, and that Tythes ſhall be Paid as formerly, untill ſuch Main- 


FINIS, 


tenance: be ſerled, 
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